
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
MAY 2016 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 

The spring is a busy time of the year for the 

Prince Edward County Memorial Hospital 

Auxiliary ! We just celebrated YOU, our 

volunteers, with the Volunteer Appreciation 

Tea. We had a wonderful attendance, with 56 

volunteers receiving recognition pins for 

hours and years of service.  

 

Last year, in 2015, our volunteers logged over 

27,000 hours of time in the varied services 

of the Auxiliary. Reduced to understandable 

numbers, this represents about twelve years of full time work !!  No wonder we were able 

to help the community in so many ways. In addition to significant contributions to the 

Foundation to help purchase priority medical equipment for our hospital, we have funded 

fourteen scholarships for students enrolled in post-secondary medical studies. We 

contributed to PECSyria and the Reaching for Rainbows girls’ programme. We contributed 

to the purchase of a community defibrillator, (wo)manned the Blood Donor Clinics and 

delivered Meals on Wheels. With the closing of the hospital cafeteria in April, our Coffee 

Shop made adjustments and they now provide a phone-in ordering system to serve lunches 

to staff and visitors alike.  

 

Our Directors have attended meetings on behalf of Auxiliary members at the Hospital 



Foundation, QHC Advisory Committee and the South East Region of the Hospital Auxiliary 

Association of Ontario.  

 

Plans are underway for the Annual General Meeting & Lunch on May 25th and our annual 

Tag Day on May 27th. Look for our volunteers, in red apron, on every street corner !  

We will install a new slate of Directors at the AGM and say goodbye to two of our long-

standing Directors, Carolynn Whiteley and Dorothy Speirs-Vincent. Their dedication and 

thoughtful input will be missed.   

 

For now, we look forward to the coming year, as we do the spring, full of ambition and 

sunny skies ! 

 

Liz Jones 

PECMHA, President 
 

 
 

 

 

 

PECMH AUXILIARY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  

 

Wednesday, May 25th at Michael Hoy, 106 Bridge Street, Picton. 

 

Registration at 11:30, Lunch 12:00 p.m. and Meeting 1:00 p.m. (no charge for meeting) 

Reservations: Make reservations with Ursula Solecki by phone 613 393-1757 or e-mail 

usolecki6@gmail.com by Friday, May 20th at the latest. Cost for the luncheon is $20.00. 

 

AUXILIARY TAG DAY: 

 

This year’s tag day will take place on Friday, May 27th. If you can help out, please get in 

touch with Judy Anderson at countess.judy@gmail.com or at 613  399-2814. All proceeds 

from Tag Day will go towards a procedural stretcher for our Emergency Department in the 

Picton Hospital. The cost of the stretcher is approximately $5,000.00. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
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AROUND THE AUXILIARY 
 

IN-HOSPITAL SERVICES 

 

LIBRARY REPORT 

 

There are five volunteers who faithfully distribute a wide range of 

magazines throughout the hospital once a week.  Some work alone and 

others with a partner.  This simple task is combined with spreading a 

friendly smile to staff, patients and visitors, answering a variety of 

questions and guiding people to their destination.   

 

The hospital would continue to provide excellent care even if there were no magazines 

available but these volunteers help to make it a friendlier place.  We hope that a magazine 

helps to reduce stress, make time pass more quickly and provide a new recipe or two to try 

at home. 

 

Carolynn Whiteley 

Manager of the Library 
 

PATIENT SERVICES 

 

The second floor of the hospital remains busy.  There have been some nurse retirements 

and we will miss the nurses we have been associated with over the years. Our best wishes 

to Lynda Dainard, a dedicated nurse who has been there a long time.   The patient 

supply cupboard which the Auxiliary finances got a big boost from one of the nurses.  She 

has stocked the cupboard with razors and toothbrushes.  These are greatly appreciated.   

 

Our team would like to welcome Dorothy Speirs-Vincent as our newest volunteer.   We all 

look forward to Dorothy being on the second floor.  Welcome Dorothy.   Again I wish to 

thank all the volunteers for their compassion to our patients and their families and for 

being so dedicated. 

 

Helen Hotston, Manager 

Patient Services 

 

COFFEE CART 

 

Major changes to activity have occurred in our Coffee Cart area since April 1st, when QHC 

cut back to only one staff member at the Patient Registration Desk. 
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At times, our Coffee Cart volunteers are surrounded by patients and family members lined 

up, waiting to register for x-ray, ultra sounds, colonoscopies and emergency services, etc.   

We assist as best we can to help everyone adjust to this change, especially at those times 

when the registration person is on break, leaving no one to man the desk. 

                                                                                                                         

It will get busier as we head into summer and tourist season, making 

the need for assistance and direction greater.  Therefore I urge 

everyone to consider joining us in our efforts to help those in need of 

our Hospital services.  

  

I would also like to extend a special thanks to our Coffee Cart 

volunteers for their efforts in making the transition for patients and their family 

members easier. 

 

Ann White, Manager 

Coffee Cart 

 

ENDOSCOPY 

 

I am pleased to report that the Endoscopy Department is going strong and, in case you 

didn’t know, people come from all over the County and surrounding areas such as Belleville, 

Trenton, Stirling, Napanee and various other places to have a colonoscopy or a gastroscopy. 

 

Our volunteers are wonderful friendly folks who put people at their ease and relieve the 

nurses of many small tasks. Many thanks to all the loyal volunteers who give their time to 

help in this program. 

 

Susan Law, Manager  

Endoscopy 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

BLOOD DONOR CLINIC 

 

At the last Blood Donor Clinic, 122 units of blood were collected.  

 

Manager Marg Trumpour reports that her team could use a few more volunteers, who 

would be called upon in case back-up was needed. If you’d like to help, you can contact 

Marg by e-mail at countygal.marg@gmail.com or by phone at 613 476-6863. 
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MEALS ON WHEELS 

 

Manager Lynn Edward reminds us that our Auxiliary looks after staffing of volunteer 

drivers for delivery of Meals on Wheels (run by Community Care) every September in 

Picton. 

 

New volunteers are always most welcome. Your commitment is no more than two hours in 

the month. Not onerous, and a nice way to give back to our community. 

 

If you’re interested, please contact Lynn at 613 476-1789 or davelynnedward@gmail.com. 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP & VOLUNTEER SERVICES 

 
Pleasantly mild temperatures, 

beautifully-decorated tables, 

tasty sandwiches, and sweet 

desserts greeted the more 

than 70 volunteers who 

attended the Volunteer 

Appreciation Tea recently held 

at Wellington Anglican Church. 

 

Ursula Solecki organized this 

lovely event, complete with door prizes and entertainment by the Kitchen Family. A total 

of 56 volunteers were recognized for their dedicated commitment in the various services 

offered by our Auxiliary. 

 

Special recognition was given to Rebecca MacKellar, who has volunteered over 10,000 

hours. This tea and awards ceremony is just a small way of saying thank you to all the 

volunteers who continue to give of their time and expertise.    (Photograph by Sue Capon, 

County Live). 

 

Marlene Tompkins, Director 

Membership and Volunteer Services 

 

 

 

 

 

AND, ON THE TOPIC OF OUR MEMBERSHIP, WE’RE ALWAYS ON THE 

LOOKOUT FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS. 

TALK TO YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS ! IF THEY’D LIKE TO 

VOLUNTEER, THEY CAN CONTACT LINDA MANNING AT  

613 399-5109 OR lmanning1@xplornet.com  
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NOMINATIONS REPORT: Peggy Payne, Past President 

 

NOMINATIONS REPORT 
 

As Chair of the Nominations committee, I have been contacting the Managers and 

Treasurers to ensure that all positions are filled for 2016-2017.  Fortunately for the 

Auxiliary, most are staying in place.  

 

In the Directors’ positions, two have chosen to retire after four years on the Board.  One 

director’s position will have a new candidate proposed at the AGM in May. Several 

directors are willing to assume new positions and these will also be presented for election 

at the AGM.  Following the By Law change at the March General Meeting, one director will 

be continuing for at least one more year.  

 

I want to say a special Thank You to those who have served on the Board and will be 

leaving this year. At the monthly Board meetings, both Directors provided wise counsel and 

sober second thought to all items under discussion.  In alphabetical order: 

 

 Dorothy Speirs-Vincent has so wonderfully looked after the Communications 

portfolio for the past four years.  This included three newsletters per year; 

invitations and programmes for General Meetings; and liaising with the local news 

media about Auxiliary events and services. All of the attractive touches were her 

thoughtful ideas. Dorothy played a special part in the communications related to 

the Festival of Trees and has agreed to continue with that fund-raiser. 

 

 Carolynn Whiteley has served as Director of In-Hospital services for the past four 

years, as well as Manager of the Library Cart. All of the In-Hospital Managers knew 

that they could rely on prompt answers to the innumerable questions that arise 

when working in a hospital.  Carolynn worked closely with the QHC liaison, Catherine 

Walker, to solve many of the complex issues and unusual requests associated with 

these services.  Who knew that the Auxiliary was responsible for tuning the piano in 

the sunroom? 

Thanks also to the people who have helped with recruitment and orientation over the past 

year, especially Linda Manning, Liz Jones, Janet Chandler and Carol Harvey. And thanks to 

all who nudge friends into joining this wonderful group of volunteers. 

 

Peggy Payne, Past President 

 



                                                     

 
 

 

Notice of Meeting 

 

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 

GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday May 25, 2016 

Michael Hoy’s,  

106 Bridge St., Picton 

 

 

Prior to the meeting all are invited to a luncheon.  Registration opens at 11:30 a.m. and lunch 

($20.00) is at 12:00 noon. For lunch reservations, contact Ursula Solecki at 613-393-1757 or 

usolecki6@gmail.com no later than Wednesday, May 18. 

 

The General Meeting (no charge) begins at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Meeting items will include financial reports, approval of the minutes of the October 16, 2015 

and March 4, 2016 General Meetings and Director’s reports as well as the presentation and 

approval of the budget for the 2016 financial year and the election of the Directors for 2016-

2017. 

 

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can still participate by appointing a proxy to vote on 

your behalf. 

 

A PROXY FORM IS INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER. 

Extra copies can be picked up at the Second Time Around Shop, the Coffee Shop or 

Auxiliary office. 

 

 

Copies of the audited financial statements for 2015 can be picked up at the Second 

Time Around Shop, the Coffee Shop and the Auxiliary Office from  

Friday May 6, 2016 until the AGM. 
. 
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APPOINTMENT OF A PROXY 

 

 

 

I_______________________________________, being a member in good standing 

                      (Print your name) 

(current dues paid or a Life Member) of the Prince Edward County Memorial Hospital 

Auxiliary Inc., appoint __________________________________ or, failing her/him, 

the 

    (Print name of appointee) 

PECMH Auxiliary Secretary, Judy Anderson, to vote on my behalf on all items of business 

at the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday May 25, 2016 and any adjournment thereof. 

Special Instructions, if any: 

 

Signed_______________________________________ at 

________________________ 

Date____________________________________ 

 (Month/ Day/ Year) 

 

Return completed and signed proxy form to the mailbox beside the Auxiliary Office in the 

Hospital or send it by mail to 

 

The Auxiliary 

389 Main Street Suite 3 

Picton, ON K0K 3L0 

 

Proxy forms must be received by 12:00 noon on Tuesday May 24, 2016 

 

 (If you are using the mail, be sure to leave adequate time for delivery.) 


